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FAMILY WEALTH PLANNING

Peace of mind knowing that 
you, your children, your loved ones, & your legacy 

will be taken care of in the best way possible.



Congratulations on taking the first step towards the protection of your family and 
your wealth. You've made a great decision - one your family with thank you for. 

During your Family Wealth Planning Session, we will discuss your desires,  
concerns and goals for your family, appropriate tax avoidance strategies, 
guardianship and disability planning, updates and revisions to any existing estate 
plan, and various estate planning options and their fees and costs.  

In order for you to provide us with the information we will need to properly  
advise you about these aspects of estate planning, including probate and estate 
tax issues, please complete a Family Wealth Inventory & Assessment. Please 
com-plete the Inventory & Assessment in as much detail as possible and return 
it be-fore your scheduled meeting.  

If you need assistance completing the Inventory & Assessment, please contact us. 
This Inventory & Assessment serves merely as a worksheet, so if you are not sure 
about exact figures or information, your best estimate is sufficient for purposes of 
your initial consultation. If you already have a will or a trust in place, we ask that 
you complete the Inventory & Assessment to ensure that we have current and ac-
curate information. 

You will receive the most value from your initial meeting if we are able to review 
this information prior to your meeting. 

We look forward to serving you! 

Warmly, 

Jill Gregory 

JILL GREGORY PC 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL  jill@jillgregorylaw.com | www.jillgregorylaw.com | P 530.581.5455 | P 949.514.8842 

620 Newport Center Dr. | Suite 1100 –484 | Newport Beach, CA 92660 

P.O. Box 6567 | 640 North Lake Blvd., Suite B | Tahoe City, CA 96145 

http://jillgregorylaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Family-Wealth-Inventory-Assessment-Worksheet-Married-Partner-2015-Fillable.pdf


We know beginning your estate plan is a big step. 

So our process is designed to ensure your 

confidence in the planning process each step of the 

way. Every decision is carefully reviewed with you and yet the entire process doesn’t stretch out 

beyond 8 weeks. You will know that within a single month after meeting with Jill Gregory, your 

Personal Family Lawyer®, your family could be totally protected. 

Working with Jill is the perfect combination of efficiency and warmth. 

The planning process begins with an initial meeting, known as the Family Wealth Planning 

Session. This is an opportunity for you to meet with Jill Gregory, Attorney & Counselor at Law, 

so that you each can determine whether there is a good fit between you and the firm. 

During this initial meeting, Jill will walk you through exactly what your loved ones would have 

to do and where your assets would go if something happened to you. 

You will then be able to determine if there was anything about your current plan (or the state’s 

plan for you) that you wouldn’t like and you’ll get clear on what you would want to happen if 

something happened to you. 

Assuming there is a good fit between you and the firm, Jill will help you to choose the planning 

level and fee that is right for your family (we have three different planning levels to 

accommodate your needs – our fees begin at $2,000 and they are all-inclusive, so there are no 

surprises), and you and Jill will then design a plan that will give you the peace of mind of 

knowing your family will be taken care of in the event the unthinkable happens. 

Sometimes, depending on the level of planning you choose and the complexity of your situation, 

a second design meeting is needed or a Family Wealth Audit meeting is offered to review your 

more complex financial matters and assets. 

About 4 weeks later, once your plan has been designed to your satisfaction, you will then sign 

your planning documents before a notary. At this point, your family and your assets will be 

totally protected in the case of your death or incapacity. 

In most law firms, the relationship ends there. 

But we see the signing of these documents as the beginning of our relationship with your family. 

This is where our law firm is very different. 

OUR 

PLANNING 

PROCESS 



After you sign your legal documents, we don’t just send you on your way and wish you luck for 

the future. Instead, we create an electronic record of all of your legal documents so you can 

easily access them anytime you need to in the future and then schedule a legacy meeting with 

you. This is one of the most important meetings of our process because it’s where we: 

1) Ensure your assets are all owned in the right way (you can have the best set of legal

documents, but if your assets are not owned in the right way, it’s all been a waste);

2) Make sure everyone you’ve named to take care of your kids, the money you are leaving

behind, or you (if you cannot care of yourself) knows just what to do, if and when something

happens;

3) Capture and plan for your intangible assets – the values, insights, stories, and experiences –

you would never want lost.

And this is where we make sure you understand everything we’ve put in place for you and your 

family. 

Then, we still aren’t done! We meet with you at least every three years to review your plan and 

make sure it stays up to date. If that’s not included in the planning you are doing, the set of 

documents you get are very unlikely to work when your family needs them. And, if you 

participate in one of our annual programs, you will have an opportunity to review your plan on 

an annual basis, and we will provide your family with a number of other valuable services. 

Finally, we are always here for you and we don’t charge you for phone calls, faxes, or emails. 

We love hearing from you! 

You’ll be amazed at how easy and painless the entire planning process will be for your 

family. 



First of all, you will want to complete the 

“Family Wealth Inventory and Assessment” 

which is included in your welcome packet. 

Complete the worksheet as best as you can.  

Don’t worry if you don’t know all the details we’ve asked for, it’s a great starting point for you 

to get your affairs organized. We realize that for some people this is a starting point. The 

planning process is extremely helpful in that regard. We are going to make organization even 

easier for you after you meet with us. Please return your worksheet before your scheduled 

meeting so Jill will have an opportunity to thoroughly review your worksheet and will be ready 

to advise you during the meeting. 

Next, you will want to begin gathering bank account statements, brokerage statements, property 

deeds, life insurance information, corporate record books (if you are a business owner), and 

retirement plan statements. Don’t worry if you can’t find everything. Again, this is just a starting 

point and we will help you gather everything you need throughout our process.  

Now would also be a good time to request beneficiary designation change forms from your 

insurance company, retirement account custodians, or from your HR department if you have 

work-related benefits. While you won’t need those right away, you will need them eventually 

and starting now can’t hurt. 

If you have any trouble gathering any of this information, do not hesitate to give us a call...we’re 

here to help! 

HOW TO 

PREPARE FOR 

YOUR PLANNING 

SESSION 



Explaining how we’re different requires an 

explanation of what the “traditional” experience 

with a lawyer is like. If you’ve worked with a 

lawyer to prepare a Will, Trust, S-Corporation, LLC or any other legal documents for you in the 

past, this may sound familiar. 

The Traditional Experience 

During the traditional experience, you’ll go in and meet with a lawyer who will oftentimes make 

things seem very complicated and confusing. 

You’ll have a good idea your lawyer is smart and seems to know what he’s doing.  Because you 

want to do the right thing for your family and for your business, you’ll have the lawyer prepare 

documents for you and you’ll sign the documents, feeling relieved you got THAT taken care of. 

You’ll take your fancy estate planning binder full of documents home, stick them on a shelf or in 

a drawer, mark estate planning off your checklist as DONE, feel good and never think about it 

again. 

But then what? 

You might remember your lawyer said something about moving your bank accounts into your 

trust so you’ll go to the bank, forget what you were supposed to do, call your lawyer’s office, get 

a voicemail, have to leave the bank and wait for a call back, (which takes several hours at least 

and sometimes days) and by that time, you’ll have gotten busy with other things and never get 

around to moving that bank account. 

A few weeks later, you’ll get a bill in the mail for $100 for 15 minutes of your lawyer’s time for 

answering a couple of questions. You’ll make a mental note– don’t call lawyer ever again. 

Several years later, you’ll refinance your house or sell it and buy a new one and forget that you 

were supposed to let your lawyer know or make sure you kept the title in the name of the trust. 

Your children will get older, making your guardianship choices outdated, but you don’t want to 

call your lawyer because you know you’ll get a bill in the mail two weeks later.  

HOW WE ARE 

DIFFERENT 



You’ll hear something about a change in the tax law, you may add it to your list of things to do 

and then forget about it. And, you’d have to dig through boxes to find your trust documents so 

you could remember your lawyer’s name and find his contact information. Who has time for 

that? 

It’s not until you become incapacitated or die and your family finds the binder 

you stuck up on a shelf several years before and never looked at again, that 

they’ll  realize your plan is so outdated that it  has nothing to do with your life,  

your assets and the law.  

Your family is at a loss. They don’t know where to turn or what to do, so they contact the same 

lawyer you used to prepare the documents, who is as happy as can be to probate your assets, 

which never made it into the trust. 

How do I know this? 

Because I have seen countless clients come in to see me who have had this exact experience. 

Unfortunately, what I discovered is the legal industry was not designed to serve growing families 

who experience lots of change on their way to success.  

WE HELP YOU PREPARE FOR LIFE 

What makes our firm different is that we were built with the needs of growing families in mind. 

We understand you are BUSY, you are growing, you are planning for a life of prosperity and you 

value ease, convenience and efficiency. You want to know you’ve made the best decisions for 

your family and that your plan will work when your loved ones need it most. You want to make 

sure your children would be taken care of in the best way possible and will be prepared to 

receive your wealth if anything happens to you. 

That is our focus as well. That is why I call this practice Family Wealth Planning. Planning for 

your family’s future is about so much more than just what happens to your assets/estate upon 

your death.  

We have developed systems to ensure that you have the guidance you need to build and maintain 

a life of prosperity and wealth. 

We encourage communication with our clients. In fact, we’ve thrown out the time clocks so you 

never have to be afraid to call with a quick question. Everything we do is billed on a flat-fee 

basis, agreed to in advance, so there are never any surprises. 

We have a convenient online calendar where you can easily schedule an in-depth legal or 

strategic call with Jill, or even a quick phone call, when you’re both available and ready for the 

call so we can make the very best use of your time and not waste your time by leaving voicemail 

after voicemail back and forth. 



And, we ensure the most important details of your planning are followed through on and your 

plan continues to work throughout your lifetime. 

We’ve created unique programs to keep your plan up to date year in and year out. 

Lastly, we believe your financial wealth is only a small part of your overall “Family Wealth” 

which is made up of your far more valuable intellectual, spiritual and human assets – who you 

are and what’s important to you. 

We look forward to seeing you and caring for your family soon! 



PROPOSED AGENDA 

FAMILY WEALTH PLANNING SESSION 

1. Introductions.

2. Assurance that YOUR goals and objectives are what we plan to attain and that we will

only proceed together if there is a fit between your goals and objectives and the service

we can provide.

3. What is most important to you? Your story.  Information gathering for:

 Who you are and what’s important to you.

 Detailed analysis of your present plan.

 Understanding and prioritizing your goals and objectives.

4. Discussion of whether we can help you meet your goals and objectives and whether there

is a fit between you and our firm.

 If we both feel there is a fit, identification of which of our Levels of Planning

would be right for you – fee range will be quoted at this time.

 If we feel there is not a fit, we will make a referral to someone who can meet your

goals and objectives.

5. Discussion of our process under the specific Level of Planning chosen.

6. Designing the plan to meet your goals and objectives.

 The design of your proposed new plan. (This stage may carry over into a

subsequent meeting depending on the Level of Planning and time constraints.)

 After the design of your plan is completed, we will determine the exact fee for the

plan that will accomplish your goals and objectives.

7. Explanation and Execution of Engagement Letter.

8. Schedule next Appointment, the Signing Ceremony, four weeks later to sign your

documents (or within 2 weeks if additional design meeting is needed).



TESTIMONIALS
“Following the birth of our first daughter we asked Ms. Gregory to help us with our wills and trusts. She was helpful, knowledgea-
ble and provided such insightful guidance; we subsequently utilized her services to incorporate our businesses. 

She is personable, well-informed, experienced, and offers clients the ability to handle a variety of different legal services. Jill makes 
confusing legal matters manageable and easy to handle and we will continue to look to her to assist us with our needs in the future.” 
- Katja Dahl, Tahoe City

“I was so overwhelmed just thinking about doing our trust. Jill is so confident, kind and easy to talk to that the experience was easy 
and painless. We are so happy that we hired her to take care of our family!” – J. Tate, Sacramento 

“In setting up a living trust, I want to make sure that if anything happened to me or my husband, our kids would be cov-
ered. Dealing with family matter s can be difficult, uncomfor table and emotional.  

Jill is kind and very professional, making the whole process smooth. We never felt rushed in making our decisions. When we need 
to make changes, I know Jill will be thorough.” – Gina M., Tahoe City 

“Caring, loving lawyer who takes great care of your family.  For life.”  – Ali Shanti, founder of EyesWideOpen.com 



The 3 Most Common Reasons  

People Avoid Family Wealth Planning 

1. You Think You Already Have an Estate Plan in Place

If you already have a Will, Trust, Health Care Directives and/or a Power of Attorney in place, 

you may think you don't need to come in and meet with me about your family's legal planning. 

Here's why you would want to come in anyway. 

The reality is that estate planning documents by themselves are meaningless to your family if 

they are not kept up to date throughout your lifetime and if your assets are not owned in the right 

way to keep your family out of probate court. 

If there have been any changes in your life, the law or your assets since you put in place those 

documents and the documents have not been updated, come on in to see me so we can make sure 

they still meet your family's needs.   

Plus, if you have minor children at home, there is a very good chance that the documents were 

not prepared properly in the first place.  Most lawyers do not have the knowledge, training or 

experience to plan properly for the care of minor children.  This is a risk you don’t want to take! 

Not to worry though ... we'll take care of all of that when you come in. 

2. You Think You Don’t Have Enough Assets

You may be thinking you do not need an estate plan because you don't have an estate.  I hear this 

all of the time.  

And you might be right.  If you do not own your home, do not have life insurance, and do not 

have any assets in the bank or in brokerage accounts, you still have an estate, BUT you may not 

need a comprehensive plan to handle things at the end of your life. 

But there are a couple of things you still will need to have in place, even if you don't have many 

assets. 

First of all, if you have dependent children at home, you will need to make sure you have a plan 

in place that addresses their care if anything happens to you. 

This plan needs to take into account not just who would raise them in the event of your death, but 

also who would take care of them in the short term if there was an accident, and how you would 

want them raised by the people you've chosen as guardians. Don't worry if that sounds like a lot, 

we'll make sure you've got it all taken care of when you come in for your planning session. 



If you do not have dependent children at home, even if you do not have assets you will need to 

have legal documents in place to ensure that health care decisions and financial decisions can be 

made for you in the way you want in the event of an accident. 

And it is possible you could get those very basic documents in place without a full blown estate 

plan. 

It’s a common misconception that if you own a home but have a very high mortgage (and very 

little equity), you don’t have a large estate. In California the cost of probate is not based on the 

equity of your home, but on the fair market value. And, the cost of probate is usually about 4% - 

6% of that value. So, if you own a home worth $500,000, the cost of probating that one asset 

could be $25,000 (even if you have little or no equity in the house)! 

The Family Wealth Planning Session you have scheduled with us is designed to take an honest 

look at what you really do need and what you really do not need. If it turns out you don't need 

any planning at all, you leave the session educated, informed and feeling great that you have 

done the right thing by your family by investigating what's necessary to make things as easy as 

possible for them at the end of your life. 

If it turns out you do need planning, we will work together to determine the right planning for 

you and your family based on your needs, your budget, and your stage of life. And most 

importantly, we will make sure that whatever gets put in place will stay up to date and continue 

to work throughout your lifetime. 

3. You Think You Can't Afford to Plan

The last reason is that you may think you cannot afford to plan. 

That may or may not be true. But you don't have to worry about that yet because when we meet 

we are first going to look at whether you need to plan.  If it turns out you do need to plan, we 

will work together to make it affordable for you and your family. 

If you do not need to plan, you leave the meeting feeling great about having done everything you 

can to make sure things will be as easy as possible for your loved ones if and when something 

happens to you. 

So, rest easy, don't worry about a thing. I am here to make this whole process of thinking about 

difficult subjects easier for you and your family. 



 
 

 

Jill Gregory, Attorney and Counselor at Law, 

focuses on highly personalized business and estate 

planning and trust administration for individuals, 

families and small businesses. She’s been doing 

this work since 1996.  

Jill began her practice with the estate planning 

department of a downtown San Francisco law firm 

and later with a boutique estate planning law firm 

in the Bay Area, working with one of the most 

innovative estate planners at that time. In that role, 

she worked closely with and created estate and 

business plans for affluent clients, including Napa 

Valley winery owners and Fortune 500 CEOs, officers and their families. 

 

Jill later opened her own practice and founded Jill Gregory PC, a California Professional 

Corporation, based in Tahoe City, California. Jill expanded her practice and added an 

office at Fashion Island in Newport Beach. Jill was raised in Newport Beach and Tahoe 

City, and she is thrilled to have law offices in both locations. 

 

Jill has a broad range of experience including wills, revocable living trusts, family 

business entity planning, planning for non-citizen spouses, and irrevocable trusts 

including life insurance trusts and special needs trusts, as well as entity formation, 

business succession planning, employment, intellectual property and business tax 

strategies.  She has particular expertise in planning for families with minor children and 

has a young child herself.  Jill is the only local attorney in Tahoe City to offer Kids 

Protection Plans®. 

 

Jill Gregory has been designated by the Family Wealth Planning Institute as a Personal 

Family Lawyer®, Creative Business Lawyer™ and Family Business Lawyer™. 

Jill Gregory is licensed to practice law in the state of California. She graduated from 

Pepperdine University and Pepperdine University School of Law, and served as a Pro 

Tem Judge with the Placer County Superior Court. 

  

http://jillgregorylaw.com/kids-protection-plan/
http://jillgregorylaw.com/kids-protection-plan/
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